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river. It is said to have been of two kinds, one
black, the other red. The Arabs immediately be-
gan fishing it out again, opening it, and selling the
sticks of melinite in the bazaar. There are two
different stories about the men's rifles. One says
that they have them still and are allowed to keep
them for the defence of the town against the sur-
rounding tribes : the other says that Sheikh
Muhammad ibn Haji Mohesin of Diwaniyah has
taken the rifles and distributed them to the natives
of the town, keeping a register showing the owner of
each weapon, with the assurance that they will be
duly returned if and when the troops leave. Equally
varying are the accounts of the attitude and con-
dition of the Turks. One version represents them
as having announced that even if they would other-
wise die of starvation, they would never surrender ;
the other pictures them as being in great straits for
money, selling all their belongings, even to the
officers' horses* and to all intents and purposes
besieged in their camp. This last version, which
goes with the story that the rifles had been taken
away, was told me by a follower of Haji Atteya who
left JDiwaniyah on the 5th instant. I sounded Haji
Atteya as to thepracticability or otherwise of bringing
them in as prisoners. He suggests writing in his
own name to Sheikh Muhammad ibn Haji Mohesin
and telling him that if the Turks will give themselves
up he undertakes to safe-conduct them to Baghdad
or Muscyib. i rather question his ability to ensure
their safe passage to Baghdad, judging by the fact
that we ourselves were not entirely freed from an-
noyance by his presence the other day, and on
second thoughts he was inclined to agree. At the
same time it may possibly turn out to be the case
that the march to Muscyib under his safe-conduct
would be their only way out of a very difficult and
dangerous position* I should be glad to know if I